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Kochavim is a publication of the  
Department of Supervision of the Associated Talmud Torahs  
devoted to “shining” examples of what the A.T.T. produces. 

The latest innovation to come to ATT 
schools is that of interactive whiteboard 
technology. How do these boards work? 

A computer image is projected onto an 
electronic whiteboard and special software 
allows for lesson creation that invites 
student participation in the learning process. 
Part of what makes this tool so exciting is 
the ability to use graphics, video, sound, and 
images which can be manipulated on the 
whiteboard by both teacher and student. The 
user’s finger acts as a mouse and by touching 

the board, the user manipulates information on 
the board. Teachers/students can write over any 

application in digital ink using a pen tray pen or 
one’s finger. 

These changed screens help teachers clarify 
information and can be saved for future reference, 
printing, or distribution for review or for students 
who are absent. An additional feature of this 
technology is the optional use of handheld clicker 
devices which allow students to individually answer 
the teacher’s questions and quizzes presented on 
the whiteboard. Teachers instantly receive feedback 
on student learning and students must actively 
participate in their learning.

The original interactive whiteboard was created by 
SMART Technologies – hence, the name, SMART 
Boards. Other companies have created their version 
of “SMART Boards” as well. The bottom line is that 
this powerful and dynamic tool raises the level of 
student engagement, motivation, and enthusiasm 
in the classroom learning environment….and this 
is happening in many ATT schools. 

I have been fortunate to observe many 
ATT teachers using SMART Boards in their 
classrooms. I have seen Judaic Studies 

teachers use this technology to teach Chumash, 
Mishna, Navi, Dinim, and Ivrit. I have seen General 
Studies teachers use this technology to teach English 
literature, grammar, math, social studies, and science. 
Judaic teachers are using Hebrew as well. Using 
Unicode fonts on a Hebrew-enabled computer, teachers 
can easily type Hebrew into Notebook software. 

Teachers have created specialized lessons where they 
use the SMART Board to teach students difficult 
concepts that are better understood because of the 
visual benefits that the board provides. They create 
these lessons with Notebook, software specially made 
for use with SMART Boards. The lessons that are 
created take the form of initial instruction, lesson 
review, interactive worksheets, drills, graphic organizers, 
textual material and its analysis, and motivational 
games.

One of the most practical features of Notebook 
software is that it contains a gallery filled with 
thousands of ready-made activities, tools, and resources 
that educators can use. From graphics to sounds, 
from maps to navigational buttons, the list is endless! 
Favorite gallery items are the dice, timers, spinner 
(which can be tailor-made to classroom needs), and 
games (Jeopardy, baseball, basketball, soccer, chess, tic-
tac-toe etc.) adding a new twist to teachers’ traditional 
lesson plans.

Some of our teachers’ favorite Notebook tools are the:
•  Screen shade used to reveal the screen’s content as 

the user pulls the shade up or down
•  Magic pen magnifier 
•  Magic pen spotlight 
•  Interactive calculator
•  Pin page allows the original document to remain 

on the screen as the user continues to navigate to 
other pages in the lesson

SMART Boards Come  
to ATT Schools
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editor’s note
I have been around  
long enough to remember when  
we first started to use computers 
in our classrooms. They were bulky, 
primitive (by today’s standards), 
and used a tape recorder to 
store data. Though the output 
was black (or green) and white, 
and the only interface was the 
keyboard, the students were 
glued to the screen as soon as 
we turned it on. At the time 
there were some mixed reviews 
on the feasibility of using a 
computer in the classroom, 
let alone to teach Judaic 
subjects. Since then the 
computer has become a 
widely used tool in almost 
every school in our system.

It seems to me that we 
are in a similar place now 
with Smart boards. They 
do have great potential. 
The hardware and the 
software can still use 
some “fine tuning”, but 
the direction of their use 
seems to be very clear.

This issue of Kochavim 
features some of the 
responses from our 
“stars” who are starting 
to become very excited 
about this new classroom 
tool. Also in this issue 
please note the article 
by Rabbi A. Raitzik about 
one of the many outreach 
programs of the ATT.

Rabbi Shlomo Schwartz 
Editor



We all know that our 
students are smart and 
capable, yet often they 
seem bored and uninvolved 
in our lessons. How do we 
get them to invest in what 
they are learning when they 
are having trouble remaining 
focused? What can we do 
to put some energy into our 
students? 

We can plug in a SMARTBoard, 
an interactive whiteboard which 
really activates the children. 

The SMARTBoard attaches to 
your computer and allows you to 

manipulate text and pictures using 
your finger as a mouse or as a 

regular pen, among other choices.

Teachers all over Hillel Torah find that 
the SMARTBoard has revolutionized 

their teaching and energized them as 
well. You’ll find SMARTBoards being 

used in many different ways from first 
grade through eighth and in both Judaic 

and General Studies.

Come take a virtual peek into our 
classrooms to see what you can do:
• In the first grade, Parshat Lech Lecha 

comes alive as Avram and Sarai travel around 
the SMARTBoard using only the teacher’s 
finger as a guide. When Avram and Sarai arrive 
a space covered by a blue box, a single tap of 
Morah’s finger reveals: Eretz Canaan. On the 
next screen, Avram stands before a dark sky, 
with a single star visible. Each child adds his or 
her own star to the sky by tapping on the star 
(which infinitely clones itself) and moves to 
another spot in the sky. The children can now 
visualize the Bracha of “Koh Yiheyeh Zar’acha.”
• The first graders also play phonetic reading 
games by clicking on a random image sorter 
(imagine a bubble gum machine) which can 
put out various letter-vowel combinations 
for the children to read in order or use to 
make familiar words.
• In the fourth grade, Ms. Takemoto 
teaches a math skill, like long division, 
and while she writes the steps on the 
board, the SMARTBoard records the 

process, thereby allowing her students to replay the 
process whenever they need help or reminders. The 
students also use “infinitely clone-able” numbers to 
assure that their work is clear and legible as they 
solve problems on the board. 
• Once a lesson is prepared, a teacher can insert 
links to pertinent videos to help reinforce the topic 
being studied. Ask any of the fourth graders to list 
the fifty states in alphabetical order and be amazed 
at what they learned in two-to-three days.
• In Chumash, the students use images of the 
pesukim to highlight shorashim, main concepts, 
and keywords using their fingers as highlighters 
and pens. They can also, with the touch of a 
finger, darken the pasuk and spotlight answers to 
questions. Another touch of the finger magnifies a 
dibur hamatchil, and a pull-tab on the side of the 
screen brings divrei Rashi to the front of the board.
• In Dinim classes, Mar Kakon creates interactive 
FLASH games, allowing his students to manipulate 
the information, race against the timer in the corner 
of the screen and then have the SMARTBoard check 
their work.
• Mar Miara and Mar Rosenfeld use the 
SMARTBoard to help Navi come alive. When 
learning about events in Navi, the children can 
approach the event moving from a map of the 
world to a map of Eretz Yisrael, to a map of the 
area, to images of the area today. The students also 
read the pesukim and drag the lashon hapasuk to 
answer questions and then answer in their own 
words (signing their names next to the question 
they answered). At the end of class, the file is saved, 
including all hand-written answers. The next day, 
the entire lesson can be reviewed. The notes can 
also be sent via an email to an absent student or 
uploaded to a website for students to download and 
review at home. 
• Mrs. Kopin and Mrs. London use the SMARTBoard 
to write notes, which the computer can then 
recognize and transfer into type. In Language Arts, 
their students can complete prepared interactive 
crossword puzzles, use spinners to study parts of 
speech, and score goals while reviewing Vocabulary 
and Spelling. In Math class, the students use an 
interactive protractor to measure and compare 
angles. 
• Rav Weiner and Rav Meyerowitz’s Talmud 
classes learn through dragging answers to specific 
questions from the text to the worksheet. They 
immediately receive feedback as to whether their 

A Solution for the Problem  
of SMART, Bored Students
By Layah Bergman  Hillel Torah North Suburban Day School
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I have the SmarTest 
classroom
There are smart cars, smart students, smart people 
and now smart boards.

Ninety-eight percent of teaching is successful if 
the student is focused on what you are saying. 
Then all you have to do is “download” the 
information. You could have the greatest lesson 
plan and be the world’s most brilliant professor 
but if you don’t have the class ’s attention it just 
does not work. What would happen if you had a 
magic wand in your hand with which you could 
hypnotize your students and have them under 
your spell, focused on everything you are saying? 
Such a tool would be priceless. I have one in my 
room and any teacher that has one could tell 
you that it is good and captivating. 

Picture the scene as on your glorified white 
board appears that pasuk in Chumash or that 
daf gemarah and you could pull out a Rashi, 
highlight the kasha, underline the question, 
and blowup the answer. My students beg 
me to teach with it. They will do anything 
to just go up and turn it on. Yes, we still 
use our Gemarah and yes, we still use 
our Chumash and yes, we still use our 
Mishna and yes, we use our Smart 
board to enhance the learning. Just to 
be able to save yesterday’s notes and 
review the Gemarah again the same 
way is so helpful. 

I find I can teach, without 
exaggeration, twice as fast with 
the Smart board than without it. 
The review games one can create 
in minutes are mind blowing. No, 
you do not have to be computer 
literate. I had no idea what a flash 
drive was until two months ago 
and now every day something  
new is waiting for the class. 

The gallery of over 5000 
educational tools is already 
installed for your convenience 
and is ready to go. In my humble 
opinion, it is here to stay it is 
and not just a fad. It is a tool like 
everything else in your classroom. 
There is no doubt that once you try 
it you’ll love it. It is like a cell phone 
or anything else I have …

I don’t know how I lived without it.  
Try it you’ll love it.

By Rabbi Yosef Cohen 
Arie Crown Hebrew Day School
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I teach math at Ida Crown Jewish 
Academy. I teach all grades and most 
levels. Some of my favorite aspects of  
the SmartBoard are the following:

In order to help students that have 
difficulty listening and taking notes at the 
same time, I am able to print out my notes 
at the end of the period. This is helpful, 
because not only does it have what I had 
intended to cover that day, but it also has 
the notes that we took on the subject. 
This feature is also useful for students 
who are absent. I have even emailed  
the notes to students. 

Another aspect is the ability to move 
objects around, including the things 
that I just wrote. In geometry, we are 
working on proofs and sometimes the 
steps are interchangeable. With the 
SmartBoard, I am able to rearrange 
a proof without have to rewrite the 
whole thing again. 

The third aspect I enjoy is using  
the split screen. In algebra,  
I have used this frequently.  
I am able to solve a problem one 
way and then on the adjacent 
screen show an alternate 
solution. I can also have 
vocabulary on one screen 
and then examples of the 
vocabulary on the adjacent 
screen. 

A fourth aspect is the pre-
made graph paper that is in 
the gallery. I pull this into a 
notebook page when I need  
to draw a graph. 

I also have used the timer 
from the gallery. It is useful 
to tell the students, “You have 
five minutes to work on the 
problems and then we will 
come back together.” The timer 

reminds us when time is up, and 
lets the students see how they 

need to budget their time. 

I LOVE USING THE SMARTBOARD!

By Stephanie Pederson 
Ida Crown Jewish Academy

It was during a break in my summer graduate 
classes that I got the e-mail informing me that a 
SmartBoard was to be installed in the physics lab.  
I had some background with using a Smartboard and 
immediately started thinking about all of the ways this 
technology could improve the quality of instruction at 
Ida Crown. It would be fair to say I was overly excited. 
Upon returning to the Academy in the fall I discovered 
that my excitement was matched by that of the 
students. This curious new device had an immediate 
effect on instruction before I even began to use it.

A Smartboard is essentially the combination of 
projection screen and a computer mouse. It allows 
for the user to interface with a computer by touching 
the screen. This makes it easy to integrate audio and 
visual presentations into the classroom. However 
the smartboard is much more than an over-glorified 
projector. With the ability to interact with the media 
comes a world of opportunity for the teacher to enrich 
the classroom environment. One can draw over anything 
projected onto the Smartboard and the computer can 
save it for later use or for posting on the Internet. 
The software that allows for this can also be used to 
generate interactive lessons and presentations. Students 
can move and manipulate objects by touching them and 
dragging them around the screen. In the hands of an 
imaginative teacher this is a truly exciting device.

As a physics teacher, I have found a variety of exciting 
uses for the Smartboard. One useful feature is the 
ability to save whatever was written on the screen. 
Days later I could show a student exactly what was 
written on the board in class. This file could even be 
loaded onto the web for student access at home.

When studying motion it is difficult to use a static 
picture on a whiteboard to represent something that 
is moving. In one lesson I was able to imbed videos of 
motions we were studying for analysis. The ability to 
watch these videos frame by frame and then write and 
draw over the video frames made an abstract concept 
much easier to explain.

In physics, as in the other 
disciplines, there are many 
resources on the Internet that 
were tough to incorporate 
into a class. Now we can 
access a webpage in class and 
immediately have the students 
interact with that page as part 
of a lesson. People around the 
world have made Adobe Flash 
or Java applets (or programs 
embedded in a web page) to 
simulate physical phenomena. 
We can run a virtual laboratory 
by seeing the outcome of an 
event modeled by one of these 
applets. Speaking of virtual 
laboratories, many universities 
are now making expensive lab 
equipment like electron microscopes 
available to high school students 
via the Internet. Students can use 
the Smartboard to control, in real 
time, an electron microscope viewing 
a semiconductor, an insect wing, and 
other materials that show unique 
structure in the microscopic realm.

There is a buzz among the students to see 
this new technology incorporated into the 
ICJA classrooms. My students are excited 
about using the Smartboard, and while this 
excitement will eventually diminish there is 
a lasting sense of pride that they attend a 
school that is determined to bring the latest 
and most exciting tools into the hands of 
their teachers.

By Alan Sears
Ida Crown Jewish Academy

response was correct: balloons flying and children 
cheering.

Does this sound intimidating? Are you telling yourself 
that this SMARTBoard sounds great – for those other 
teachers? They are creative, they are innovative, they are 
technologically savvy. Maybe you’re saying that they are 
like that, but you aren’t.

Each of the teachers cited above felt that way a short 

time ago. The boards themselves came to 
the school only a few short months ago, 
and none – not one – of these teachers 
knew how to use them before that! 
You will be amazed at how quickly 
you learn to include this exciting tool 
into your lessons.

Stop by a SMART classroom and 
watch learning come alive.

SMART Boards at Ida Crown Jewish Academy

A Solution for the Problem of SMART, Bored Students
Continued FroM Page 2
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online resources to help teachers  
use notebook software:

SMART Board official website  
(over 800 lessons and online training) 
http://Education.smarttech.com  

Lesson Activity Tips 
http://downloads.smarttech.com/media/
services/quickreferences/pdf/english/lat%20
nb10%20qr%20mar%2028%20fso.pdf

Link to the SMARTBoard step by step manual 
http://www2.smarttech.com/kbdoc/123570 

Lesson Activity Tips and tutorials  
http://education.smarttech.com/ste/
en-US/Ed+Resource/Lesson+resources/
toolkit/tipsandtricks.htm

 

rabbi Isaac mayefsky, ע”ה, 
supervisor par excellence of the ATT, 
became aware of a group of Jewish 
children who were severely challenged. 
Some of the children were blind or deaf, 
some could not speak, and others, even in 
their teens, were not able to stand, walk, 
feed or care for themselves at all. Some 
with Cerebral Palsy, etc., needed 24-hour 
medical care and assistance, and their 
families were forced to take advantage of 
the outstanding care, staff and facilities 
offered by Misericordia. Since there was 

no organized Jewish assistance available to 
them, Rabbi Mayefsky took it upon himself to 
offer whatever level of Yiddishkeit he could. 

After the untimely passing of Rabbi Mayefsky, 
 I was requested to look into what could ,ע”ה
be done to offer חזוק to the families, and 
some taste of Torah–true Yiddishkeit to the 
Residents.

The Associated Talmud Torahs has provided a 
Supervisor for more than two decades to run 

major Chagim programs and other visitations at 
Misericordia. One pre-Purim program found the 
Mayefsky children putting on a puppet show for the 
Jewish residents. 

On Pesach and Chanukah, a strictly Kosher meal is 
provided by Maot Chittim. Mrs. Audrey Schiff and the 
“M.C. Volunteers” serve the food and participate in the 
program, encouraging the families and the children. 

Mr. Ariel Zamarripa, Director of Academic Services 
at the Ida Crown Jewish Academy, has been the 
“Storyteller” for the last two decades. He has the 
residents participate in a play about the Chag,  
involving more than 100 family, friends and caretakers 
at the appropriate times, followed by a lively march, 
clapping to the tunes of Jewish Yom Tov music.

Many well-known ATT families and individuals 
volunteer to play appropriate Jewish music throughout 
the meaningful and uplifting pre-Chag evenings. 

The presence of a frum Rabbi provided by the ATT has 
helped the families feel that Hashem does care about 
them, and that they and their challenged children are 
getting a Torah atmosphere with an Emesa Yiddisha 
Varmkeit. 

The following is a message that one of the families 
requested be passed along to the ATT: “Rabbi, please 
convey our gratitude to the Associated Talmud Torahs 
for enabling our children and family to feel accepted 
and part of the Jewish people, even though we have 
been forced to send our children to a non-Jewish 
residential home for their care.”

ATT provides for severely 
challenged / handicapped 
Jewish children
By rabbi aryeh L. raitzik

SMART Boards Come 
to ATT Schools
Continued FroM Page 1

SMART Boards 
in action at ATT

Teachers’ Hub - one needs to create an account 
(free); this site has great downloads 
http://education.smarttech.com/ste/en-US/
Ed+Resource/Teachers+Hub/default.htm

Free Sign up for their Education resource Center 
with lots of free Notebook-created lessons  
http://www.tequipment.com

The ATT’s Goldman Computer Department has 
presented numerous hands-on workshops in the use 
of Notebook software and SMART Boards. We are 
committed to continued intensive teacher training 
in this area. Research has proven that the use of 
technology and interactive whiteboards in particular 
has a positive impact on student engagement and 
achievement. Teachers and students alike report 
the benefits of having this innovative tool in their 
classrooms. Come to future ATT classes to experience 
what the excitement is about and learn how to 
use interactive whiteboard technology with your 
students.


